Most frequently asked questions.

PLEASE READ!

1. Q. How long do I have to show up for my games before we have to forfeit?
A. Game time is forfeit time, unless unforeseen circumstances occur. The tournament director will make the final decision regarding all forfeits. The minimum number of players required to field a team for U6 is three, U8 is four, U9, U10, U11 & U12 is six and U13 and up is seven. A game that is forfeited will be scored 3-0 and will count towards the three-game guarantee. Depending on the tournament format of that age group a team may advance if they have enough points.

2. Q.
What are the consequences of breaking the rules?

A. All rules will be strictly enforced up to and including the removal from the tournament, the forfeiture of the rest of the games of the perpetrating team, and all fees paid.  This may also result in the exclusion of future participation. 

3. Q.
Do I have to check in at the headquarters before each game?

A. No, the referees will check your team in at the field.

4. Q.
How many coaches can be on the sidelines?

A. A team may only have only two coaches on the sidelines during a game no matter how many passes you have.
5. Q.
What side of the field do the team and parents stand on?
A. Both teams line up on one side of the field and all other spectators must be on the other side of the field.
6. Q. What rules are we playing by?

A. We are playing by the FIFA rules because this is an International Tournament unless we have modified it within our rules.
7. Q. Are there off sides in the U8 & U10 age group?

A. Yes, off sides will be in effect for all age groups, although the U8 age groups will be called only if they are obvious offside infractions. 
8. Q. Do we have to play everyone on the team?

A. No, it is the coach’s choice to whom he/she wants to play.
9. Q. Can kids play with a cast even if it is covered?

A. No, because of safety and fair play there will be no hard or soft casts allowed.
10. Q. What are the game lengths and half-times for all the preliminary games?

A. If a team is playing up, the time will reflect the oldest age group in the bracket and if not they are as follows.
U6

Four 8 minute quarters


2 minutes between quarters 1 & 2, 3 & 4 and 5 minutes between the 2 & 3 quarter.


U8

Four 10 minute quarters
5 minute half-time

U10

Two 20 minute halves

5 minute half-time

U11-U12
Two 25 minute halves

5 minute half-time

U13-U14
Two 30 minute halves

5 minute half-time

U15-U16
Two 35 minute halves

5 minute half-time


U17-U19
Two 40 Minute halves

10 minute half-time


11. Q. How long are the championship and consolation games? 
A. These will be full length games as age appropriate. 
12. Q.
What do we do in the event of a tie in the Championship game and do we have to play the 10 minute overtime or can we go straight to the penalty kicks?

A. In the event of a tie in a championship game - A winner will be determined by playing a 10-minute overtime. If the teams are tied following the end of that 10 minute overtime then “kicks from the penalty mark as outlined in the FIFA Laws of the Game will be used to determine the Champion”.
13. Q. What happens to my player if he/she receives a red card?

A. Player will be ejected from the game and suspended from the next

scheduled game. Coaches who receive a red card or get ejected must leave the soccer complex and may not coach or communicate with the team in any manner; suspended players may sit with the team but may not be in uniform. Two points will be subtracted from the team’s points for each red card. The suspended player pass card will be held at tournament headquarters until the player is eligible to play again. In addition, home leagues and state associations will be notified of the offense as well as the national or provincial association of a player from a team outside the US. A participant that is guilty of fighting will be suspended for the remainder of the tournament. There is a zero-tolerance policy for referee abuse or assault from players, coaches and parents. Individuals who violate this rule will be removed from the tournament venue.
14. Q. Must I read the rules of the tournament?
A. Yes, it is the coach’s responsibility to read and understand the rules of the tournament. 
